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I am an admitted advocate of the high court of South Africa (non-

practising), a mediator registered with the ADR Network of South Africa

and a full{ime Commissioner of the Commission for Gender Equality ("the

Commission").

The facts contained in this affidavit are within my personal knowledge,

unless the context indicates othenruise, and are true and correct.

Where I make legal submissions, I do so on the advice of my legal

representatives which advice I accept as correct.

THE PURPOSE OF THIS AFFIDAVIT

ln these proceedings, Corruption Watch (RF) NPC ("Corruption Watch")

seeks declaratory orders to the effect that the public participation prCIces$

followed by Parliament priorto recommending persons to be appointed as

members of the Commission, was unreasonable and unconstitutional.

Furthermore, Corruption Watch seeks to declare invalid the appointments

of the Commissioners of the Cornmission made by the President of the

Republic of South Africa ("the President") on 1 March 2023. The

.appointments made by the President include my own appointment.

5 The remedy sought by Corruption Watch is that the declarator of

constitutional invalidity against the impugned Parliamentary process, as

well as the invalidity of the appointments of the Commissioners by the

President be suspended for a period of 18 months, to enable Parliament

to conduct a fresh pro6ess for the appointment of Commissioners.
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I do not oppose Corruption Watch's application; however, I do not support

Paragraph 3 of the Notice of Motion, aimed at suspending the order of

constitutional invalidity and commencing the Parliamentary process of

appointing Commissioners anew, ("the Suspension Order").

lVly affidavit is aimed at highlighting the adverse personal impact of the

Suspension Order against me. There are no guarantees that I will be

appointed again in the new recruitment process; yet, I have readjusted my

life and foregone many opportunities, following my acceptance of the

position as a full-time Commissioner at the Commission.

I arn equally concerned about the stability and continuity of the

Commission and how the recruitment of new Commissioners has the

impact of undoing the traction that has been achieved since the new cohort

of Commissioners were appointed on the 1't of March 2A23"

My affidavit therefore further shines a light on my experiences as a current

full{ime Commissioner within the Commission and why I believe the

Commission will be negatively affected by the relief sought by Corruption

Watch.

10 I do not intend to address all the allegations made in the founding and

answering affidavits of the parties in this application. This is so mainly

because I do not own the Parliamentary process that is being impugned

and, as a result I cannot defend it. However, my failure to address specific

allegations in the founding and answering affidavits should not be

construed as an admission of their correctness"
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11 hly affidavit is structured as follows:

11.1 I address my background prior to being a Commissioner; and

thereafter I address the adverse impact of an order setting aside

my appointment and request this Honourable Court to exercise

its powers under section 172 of the Constitution to grant me the

just and equitable remedy of condoning any constitutional

invalidity by retaining me as the Commissioner for the

Commission for Gender Equality.

11.2

MY EXPERIENCE AND COMMITMENT TO GENDER ISSUES

12 I am an admitted advocate of the High Court of South Africa and a certified

and registered mediator. I hold a Bachelor of Laws ("LLB") degree from

the University of the Witwatersrand that I obtained in 2016. I currently

serve as the youngest National Commissioner at the Commission for

Gender Equality ("the Commissiono').

13 For my contribution and commitment toward the fight for gender equity,

transformation and the advancement of social justice, human rights and

innovation, I have been acknowledged with a number of national and

international awards and honours including the 2024 Forbes Woman

Africa Social lmpact Award, Top women engineering innovators in Africa

Fellowships 2020-2022, Mail & Guardian Top Minds in Law and Social

Justice 2A2O and in 2021 induction as an Honorary Lifetime Member of the
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"lnternational Golden Key Honours society", which is the world's largest

Collegiate Honsurs Society.

14 After completing my LLB degree, I worked for a brief period as a legal

assistant at Lawyers for Human Rights within the Statelessness

Department under the supervision of a practising attorney. My work

centred around unblocking South African citizen's ldentity documents, and

assisting foreign nationals to regain statehood; as well as to access basic

human rights such as basic education, access to healthcare, gaining

employment, pursuing higher and further education-related qualifications,

regaining a sense of identity, dignity, humanity and a sense of belonging

within society at large.

15 During this period, I used my legal and entrepreneurial knowledge to

launch the Bashumi Street Law Show and Bashumi Business Show which

were both edutainment-based radio programmes aimed at teaching

wornen across South Africa the law of intestate succession as a way of

contributing to the fight against gender-based violence and femicide. This

was done through teaching legal principles, practical case law, judicial

process and legal formulae that would enable women to rightfulty access

the land and assets which they legally inherited from their deceased loved

ones. Especially, their husbands and immediate family members.

16 These shows further aided wemen's economic growth by teaching them

how to start their own businesses. I used my 10 year experience (at the

time) to teach how to develop business plans, develop business models,
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the business canvas model and value propositions through engaging and

interactive case studies. These two podcast radio shows received great

reviews and became the second highest rated show on the platform,

garnering over 70 000 downloads in a space of a few weeks.

17 I then went on to register for my lvlasters in Law at the University of Cape

Town. And, through UCT's Democratic Governance and Rights Unit

("DGRU"), I became an alumnus of the South African Women-lnternational

Association of Women Judges ("SAW-!AWJ") Aspiring Female Judge's

Programme, wherein I was mentored by the women of the South African

judiciary and magistracy. I also worked on the reports for the appointment

of judges. Thereafter, through the DGRU and with the mentorship of a few

women judges, I served as a legal researcher for the judges of the

Supreme Court of Appeals seated in Bloemfontein. My exposure within

the judiciary and magistracy included adjudication on commercial crimes,

succession law, custOmary land rights, administrative law, contract law,

immigration law and the application of constitutional law and regional and

international law instruments for the protection and advancement human

rights of deeply rnarginalised groups, including women, refugees and

asylum seekers.

18 Prior to the Commission, I was actively involved in National Feminist and

Africana Womanist polilics, high impact social entrepreneurship and the

advancement of human rights through law, innovation, development and

transformation work.
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19 I served as the Provincial Chairperson/Coordinator of South Africa's first

feminist political party called Women Forward, which contested the 2019

National and Provincial Elections.

2A ln 2020, I co-hosted and contributed to South Africa's first feminist tv show

called "lt's a Feminist Thing", aimed at using edutainment to dismantle the

pervasive patriarchal norms, ideas and stereotypes which contribute to

gender-based violence and femicide in South Africa, including misogynoir.

21 I served as the Company Secretary/Secretariat and National Coordinator

for the women's Economic Assembly ('wECoNA"), which was launched

in 2021, by the Office of the Presidency, and birthed out of the mandate

emerging from Pillar 5 of the Gender-Based Violence and Femicide

National Strategic Plan ("GBVF - NSP'), which is wholly dedicated to

women's "Economic Powe/'. WECONA addressed women's unequal

economic and social position, through access to government and private

sector procurement, employment, housing, access to land, financial

resources and other income generating initiatives. I coordinated and

managed the WECONA project and its more than 200 private sector,

governmental departments, women-owned businesses, civil society and

development agency stakeholders and organisations across thirteen (13)

critical economic sectors in South Africa to advanced women's economic

participation in South Africa at all levels of society. lncluding the attainment

of the minimum 40% public procurement in favour of women-owned

businesses.
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