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I, the undersigned,  

SARAH ANNE SEPHTON 

 

Do hereby make oath and state: 

 

1. I am an adult female attorney practising as such at the Legal Resources 

Centre, Grahamstown. I am the attorney of record for the Appellant. 

 

2. The facts contained herein are true and correct, save where it is otherwise 

stated or appears from the context, within my personal knowledge. 

 
Purpose of this application 

 

3. The purpose of this application is to apply for condonation for the late filing 

of the Applicant’s written submissions which were due on 9 September 

2013.   

Reasons for the Delay 

4. On 1 August 2013 I received the practice directions from this court. In 

terms of these practice directions the applicant should have filed written 

submissions by Monday 9 September 2013. As I was due to go on leave 

shortly after this date I made arrangements for a member of staff in my 

office to prepare the statement of facts and the record. This was done.  

 
5. On my return to office on 2 September 2013, after extended leave, I was 

immediately engaged in a two day urgent application in Grahamstown. 

 
6. It only came to my attention on Thursday 5 September 2013 that counsel 

in this matter had not been briefed to draft written submissions. This is 
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entirely due to my negligence and I apologise to the court for this 

oversight. 

 
 

7. I immediately prepare a brief for counsel but at this stage counsel was 

committed to delivering heads of argument in another matter and 

preparation for a hearing in this court today as well as other matters. This 

lead to a delay in his ability to finalise the written submissions in this 

matter. As counsel is in house counsel employed by the LRC who has 

been engaged in this matter from the outset, I was not in a position to try 

and find alternate counsel who could get the submissions completed at 

such short notice. Ultimately counsel did what he could and could only 

finalise the written submissions by 16h00 on Monday 9 September 2013. 

Upon receipt my secretary immediately forwarded them by email to the 

Registrar of the Constitutional Court and the Attorneys for the 

Respondents. Copies of the emails are attached hereto marked SA 1. 

 
8. Unfortunately it was too late in the day for our Johannesburg office to 

make copies and arrange for filing at court. As the 5th to 7th Respondents 

have indicated that they intend abiding by the decision of this court and 

are not going to file written submissions, I submit that they have not been 

prejudiced by the delay herein. The other Respondents have not ever 

participated in this matter. 

 
9. I humbly request this court to condone the late filing of the written 

submissions. As stated above this is entirely my fault and the Applicant 

should not be prejudiced for delays that were not of his own making.  
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10. I accordingly ask for the relief set out in the Notice of Motion to which this 

affidavit is attached.  

 
 

 
                 

       SARAH ANNE SEPHTON 

 
          

The deponent acknowledges that she knows and understands the contents of 

this affidavit which was signed and sworn to before me at GRAHAMSTOWN                             

on this the           day of SEPTEMBER 2013. In administering this oath the 

requirements of regulation R2477 dated 16 November 1984, as amended 

have been fulfilled. 

 

 

 

       ________________________ 

       COMMISSIONER OF OATHS 

 

 


