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1. This brief note responds to two issues raised in the written submissions filed by 

Doctors for Life: the law in foreign jurisdictions; and the role of the amici curiae 

and the experts in the High Court. 

LAW IN FOREIGN JURISDICTIONS  

2. In paragraph 51 of its submissions, Doctors For Life refer to the ‘evolution of 

permissive jurisdictions’ in the world, and mention the US state of Colorado in 

particular. To the extent that it may assist this Court to have a relatively more 

comprehensive record, we annex a summary of the legal status of cannabis in 

various (but not all) jurisdictions in the world. 

ROLE OF THE AMICI CURIAE AND EXPERTS IN THE HIGH COURT 

3. The submissions by Doctors For Life state:1 

‘3. NO AMICI 
23. However when presented with the case and circumstances it faced, the court did not 
call for amici to assist the court. 
24. Professor Shaw et al were not amici but experts. Their expert report was evidently 
invited by the court to save the respondents and the amici counsel from their otherwise 
defective case and absence of evidence. 
25. At the very least, in a matter of such social divisiveness and importance the court ought 
to have invited multiple amici curiae which could and would make contributions from 
different perspectives and invited at least one with a view that could challenge the view of 
the Shaw et al invited by the court.’ 

4. That does not accurately reflect the position. The facts are the following. 

                                           

1 Doctors for life heads of argument pp 13-14 paras 24-25. 
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4.1. Summons in case number was issued in case number 4153/12 on 

1 March 2012 and in case number 4295/13 on 10 April 2013. The 

application in case number 8760/13 was issued on 5 June 2013. 

4.2. A notice in terms of Uniform Rule 16A was filed on 10 June 2013 which 

explained among other things that the case concerned a constitutional 

challenge to the ‘blanket prohibition on cannabis’.2 The purpose of the 

notice is to invite potential amici curiae interventions. 

4.3. Following an application by the State in December 2013, the three 

matters were consolidated. 

4.4. The matter came before the High Court for argument on the merits for 

the first time on 7 December 2015. Contrary to Doctors For Life’s 

statement, the High Court did call for amici to assist the court. As the 

judgment explains in paragraphs 5-6, the Court experienced difficulties 

resulting from the fact that the applicants were unrepresented. The Court 

requested the Chairperson of the Cape Bar Council to provide members 

of the Bar to act as amici curiae to provide the Court with ‘independent 

but comprehensive legal analysis … to ensure that the dispute could be 

fairly and fully ventilated’. 

                                           

2 Record vol 2 pp 157-158. 
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4.5. Simultaneously, the High Court requested Professor Mark Shaw of the 

Centre of Criminology, Faculty of Law, University of Cape Town to 

provide an expert report. 

4.6. The amici filed heads of argument in the High Court on 24 August 2016. 

Those submissions included an analysis of the evidence and pointed out 

what the amici regarded as shortcomings in the State’s expert evidence. 

4.7. The matter was meant to be heard on 31 August and 1 September 2016. 

That was the second scheduled hearing. However, at the commencement 

of the hearing, the court informed the parties that it had just received the 

Shaw Report. The State requested an opportunity to file evidence in 

response. The Court granted the State the opportunity to file whatever 

further evidence it considered necessary in response both to the Shaw 

Report and to the amici’s submissions on the State’s expert evidence. 

The matter was postponed to the agreed date of 13 December 2016.  

4.8. The State filed further affidavits. 

4.9. The matter was finally argued on 13 and 14 December 2016. 

4.10. In the period of more than three years between the commencement of the 

matters including the filing of the Rule 16A notice, and the third hearing 

in the High Court, including the public hearings on 7 December 2015 

and 31 August 2016, the case received not inconsiderable media 

coverage. During this period, Doctors For Life, or any other party could 
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have responded to the Rule 16A notice or otherwise applied to intervene 

as amici curiae. We are unaware of any such application.  

5. The suggestion that the High Court invited amici curiae favourable to the 

respondents (applicants below) is unfounded. The High Court gave no direction 

about who the Chairperson of the Bar Council should appoint, or what position 

they should adopt. Consistent with our role as amici to assist the Court, we formed 

an independent view on the evidential and constitutional issues and did so without 

reference to the respondents. We submitted that High Court should dismiss most 

of the respondents’ relief (such as the whole scale legalisation of trafficking and 

dealing in cannabis, the appointment of a commission of enquiry, the award of 

compensation and the release of prisoners). We contended that only a relatively 

narrow portion of the relief should be granted. 

6. Doctors For Life are incorrect in stating that the High Court ‘evidently invited 

[the Shaw Report] to save the respondents and the amici counsel from their 

otherwise defective case and absence of evidence.’ There is no basis for the 

suggestion that the High Court influenced or directed the content of the Shaw 

Report.  

7. The amici submissions and the Shaw Report were compiled entirely 

independently of each other. 

 

   Ron Paschke 
   Jessica Foster 
   Amici curiae, appointed  
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   at the request of the court 
  
   Chambers, Cape Town 
   6 November 2017 
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Jurisdiction 
 

Source of law 
or  
 policy 

Legal status of cannabis  
 

Austria  Narcotic 
Substances 
Act SMG - 
Suchtmittelge
setz of 1998  
Article 28 of 
SMG 
distinguishes 
between petty 
and serious 
drug offences 
determined by 
the prescribed 
“large 
quantity” - for   
cannabis being  
20 grams of 
THC.  
 

Possession for personal use decriminalised (2016)  
Quantity: Up to 5 grams for personal consumption.  
Cultivation: Up to 1 non-hydroponic plant in private areas for personal 
consumption.  
Sanction: Possession of cannabis above the prescribed amount or in 
public illegal and will give rise to criminal sanctions.  
Criminal Record: Not if under the prescribed amount.  
Sale & transport: illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Cultivation: up to 1 non-hydroponic plant in private areas for personal 
consumption.  
Distinguished from other drugs: Yes.  
 

Australia 
 
Capital 
Territory  
 

Drugs of 

Dependence 

Act 1989 

The Simple 
Cannabis 
Offence 
Notice 
Scheme 
(SCON)  
 
  

 

Possession for personal use decriminalised (1992) 
Quantity: Up to 25 grams for personal consumption.  
Sanction: Up to a $100 administrative fine. 
An offender may elect to attend a drug assessment and treatment program 
instead of paying the fine.  
Criminal Record: Provided the fine is paid within 60 days, no criminal 
record will be recorded.  
Sale & transport: illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Cultivation: up to 1-2 plants in private areas for personal consumption.  
Distinguished from other drugs: Yes. 
 

Australia 
 
Northern 
Territory  
 

Drugs of 
Dependence 
Act 1990 
  

  
 
 

 

Possession for personal use decriminalised : 1996 
Quantity: Up to 50 grams for personal consumption.  
Sanction: $200 fine.  
Criminal Record: No record if fine paid in 28 days.  
Sale & transport: illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Cultivation: Up to 1-2 plants in private areas for personal consumption.  
Distinguished from other drugs: Yes  

Australia 
 
South 
Australia 
 

The 
Controlled 
Substances 
Act 
Amendment 
Act, 1984.  
 

Possession for personal use decriminalised : 1987 
Quantity: Up to 100 grams for personal consumption.  
Sanction: The Cannabis Expiation Notice (CEN) scheme came into 
effect in South Australia on 30 April 1987. Under this scheme, adults 
coming to the attention of police for “simple cannabis offences” could be 
issued with an expiation notice. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Capital_Territory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Capital_Territory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Territory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Territory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Australia
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Jurisdiction 
 

Source of law 
or  
 policy 

Legal status of cannabis  
 

Expiation of 
Offences Act 
1996 (SA) s 
15(4).  
 
.  
 

Offenders were able to avoid prosecution by paying the specified fee or 
fees (ranging from AUD $50 to AUD $150) within 60 days of the issue of 
the notice.  
Failure to pay the specified fees within 60 days could lead to prosecution 
in court, and the possibility of a conviction being recorded.  
Criminal Record: No, provided pay fine.  
Sale & transport: illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Cultivation: up to 1 non-hydroponic plant in private areas for personal 
consumption  
Distinguished from other drugs: Yes.  
 

Canada  The Cannabis 
Bill  
 
The 
Controlled 
Drug and 
Substances 
Act (S.C 1996 
c. 19)  
On 13 April 
2017 the 
federal 
government 
tabled the 
Cannabis Bill 
(Bill C – 45) 
introducing a 
‘strict legal 
framework 
regulating the 
production, 
sale, 
distribution 
and possession 
of small 
quantities of 
cannabis for 
personal use’.  
 

Possession for personal use decriminalised -  to be legalised by 1 July 
2018  
Quantity: Up to 30 grams for personal use by adults over 18 
Sanction: The Bill imposes harsher sanctions for: the provision of 
cannabis to minors; operating a motor vehicle while under its influence; 
and for sale of cannabis outside of the new regulatory framework.  
Criminal record: No 
Sale & transport: Under the Bill, the Federal government will licenses 
producers while provinces will regulate consumer sales 
Distinguished from other drugs: yes  
Comments: To inform the design of a new system, the government 
created a special task force comprising of key experts such as the 
Ministers of Justice and Attorney General of Canada, the Minister of 
Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness and the Minister of Health 
(the Ministers) tasked with investigating the appropriate approach to the 
legalisation and regulation of cannabis.  
[See: http://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/cj-jp/marijuana/lawc-loic.html.] 
 

Chile  
  
 

 Law 20 
000.00  
 
 
 
  

Possession for personal use decriminalised : 2007 
Quantity: No prescribed maximum quantity for personal use. Judges 
afforded discretion of determining whether or not person is a consumer or 
trafficker. 

http://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/EXPIATION%20OF%20OFFENCES%20ACT%201996.aspx
http://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/EXPIATION%20OF%20OFFENCES%20ACT%201996.aspx
http://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/EXPIATION%20OF%20OFFENCES%20ACT%201996.aspx
http://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/cj-jp/marijuana/lawc-loic.html
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Jurisdiction 
 

Source of law 
or  
 policy 

Legal status of cannabis  
 

 
 

Sanction: Possession or consumption of cannabis in public places remains 
illegal as a crime punishable by fines, mandatory treatment, community 
service and/or suspension of the individual’s driver’s license.  
Criminal Record: No.  
Sale & transport: illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Cultivation: In 2016, a regulation bill which will allow Chileans to grow 
small amounts of marijuana for medical, recreational or spiritual use has 
been approved by the country's lower house of Congress provided in 
private places.  
Distinguished from other drugs: Yes.  
 

Czech 
Republic  

Government 
decree 
467/2009  
 
 

Possession for personal use decriminalised : 2010 
Quantity: Up to 15 grams for personal consumption.  
Sanction: administrative fine of up to CZK 15,000 (€547).  
Criminal Record: No. 
Sale & transport: illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Cultivation: Up to 5 plants in private areas for personal consumption.  
Distinguished from other drugs: Yes.  
 

Estonia  The Act on 
Narcotic 
Drugs and 
Psychotropic 
Substances 
Act 1997 – 
Art 31 & Art 
151  
 

Penal Code – 
Ar184 

  
 
 

 

Possession for personal use decriminalised : 2002  
Quantity: Up to 7.5 grams for personal consumption  
Sanction: Payment of a fine. Possession of more than the prescribed 
amount (10 grams the prohibited "large amount") is a criminal offence 
punishable by up to 10 yrs imprisonment.  
Criminal Record: No (if under 7.5 grams).  
Sale & transport: illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Cultivation: illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Distinguished from other drugs: No.  
Comment: There is no distinction from other drugs and in Estonia the use 
and/or possession of a small quantity constitutes a misdemeanour.  
 

Jamaica  The 
Dangerous 
Drugs 
(Amendment) 
Act 2015 

  
 

Possession for personal use decriminalised : 2015  
Quantity: Up to 56.6 grams for personal consumption.  
Sanction: Administrative fine (no arrest).  
Criminal Record: No.  
Sale & transport: remains illegal and subject to criminal sanctions. 
Cultivation: Up to 5 plants for personal consumption provided kept in 
private places.  
Distinguished from other drugs: Yes  
 



 
 

11 

Jurisdiction 
 

Source of law 
or  
 policy 

Legal status of cannabis  
 

Portugal  
 

Law 30/2000 - 
Art 2  
 
 

Possession for personal use decriminalised : 2000 
Quantity: Up to 25 grams for personal consumption.  
Sanction: Administrative fine (no arrest) 
Attendance at rehabilitative programme 
Criminal Record: No  
Sale & transport: remains illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Cultivation: Up to 5 plants in private areas for personal consumption.  
Distinguished from other drugs: No. The possession of small quantities 
of all illicit drugs decriminalised for personal use.  
 

Spain  Law 1/1992, 
Art 25-28.  
 

  
 
  
  

Possession for personal use decriminalised : 2015 
Quantity: Up to 40 grams for personal consumption.  
Sanction: The purchase, possession and consumption of cannabis in a 
public place constitutes a misdemeanour and punishable by a fine and 
confiscation of the product. 
Criminal Record: No.  
Sale & transport: remains illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Cultivation: Consumption and cultivation by adults in a private space is 
legal, the latter due to a legal vacuum. Cannabis plants that are located 
somewhere visible from the street/public place are considered a serious 
administrative offence, which leads to a fine from 601 to 30.000€ 
Distinguished from other drugs: No. 

Switzerland  The Federal 
Narcotics and 
Psychotropic 
Substances 
Act (BetmG; 
SR 812.121) 
of 1951  
 
 

Possession for personal use decriminalised : 2013 
Quantity: Up to 10 grams for personal consumption.  
Sanction: Fine of 100 Swiss Francs (€96).  
Criminal Record: No.  
Sale & transport: remains illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Cultivation: Up to 4 plants in private areas for personal consumption.  
Distinguished from other drugs: yes  

USA 
Alaska  

Case: Ravin 
v. State, 537 
P.2d 494 
(1975) 
In 1975 the 
Supreme Court 
of Alaska held 
in Ravin v. 
State that the 
constitutional 
right to 
privacy 
protects an 
individual’s 
right to 
possess small 
quantities of 

Possession for personal use legalised in 2015 
Quantity: Up to 1 ounce /28.5 grams for personal consumption.  
Sanction: None.  
Criminal Record: No. 
Sale & transport: State regulated.  
Measure 2 was the successful 2014 ballot measure regulating and taxing 
the production, sale, and use of cannabis by the state.  
Cultivation: Up to 24 plants in private areas for personal consumption.  
Distinguished from other drugs: Yes.  
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Jurisdiction 
 

Source of law 
or  
 policy 

Legal status of cannabis  
 

cannabis in 
private places 
for personal 
use.  
Measure 2 – 
took effect in 
2015.  
 

USA 

California  
 

Proposition 
64  
 
 
  

Possession for personal use legalised : 2016   
Quantity: Up to 28.5 grams for personal consumption.  
Sanction: None  
Criminal Record: No. 
Sale & transport: illegal and subject to criminal sanctions. 
Cultivation: up to 6 plants in private areas for personal consumption.  
Distinguished from other drugs: Yes.  
 

USA 

 
Colorado  
 

The Colorado 
Amendment 
64  
 
 
  

Possession for personal use legalised : 2012 
Quantity: Up to 28.5 grams for personal consumption.  
Cultivation: Up to 6 plants in private areas for personal consumption.  
Sanction: None.  
Criminal Record: No.  
Sale & transport: Regulated by state Enacted in 6 November 2012 the 
Colorado Amendment regulates the lawful consumption of cannabis in a 
manner similar to that of alcohol (distinguished from other drugs). 
Distinguished from other drugs: Yes.  
 

USA 

 
Connecticut  
 

Senate Bill 

1014 

 
 
 

 

 

Possession for personal use decriminalised : 2014 
Quantity: up to 28.5 grams for personal consumption  
Sanction: Up to $150 fine, graduating scale of fines, and seizure of 
contraband. Under 21 face addition sanctions, to include temporary loss of 
license to drive. 
Possession of larger amounts of marijuana is still illegal and punishable by 
imprisonment and monetary fines.  
Criminal Record: No 
Sale & transport: Constitutes a felony and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Cultivation: Remains illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Distinguished from other drugs: Yes 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colorado
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcoholic_beverage
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Jurisdiction 
 

Source of law 
or  
 policy 

Legal status of cannabis  
 

USA 

Delaware  

HB 39  
 

Possession for personal use decriminalised : 2015  
Quantity: up to 28.5 grams for personal consumption.  
Sanction: administrative fine of up to €547.  
Criminal Record: No (for first offence). 
Second and subsequent offences are subject to an unclassified 
misdemeanour punishable by a $100 criminal fine. Public use will result 
in an un classified misdemeanour punishable by a $200 criminal fine, 
imprisonment of up to five days, or both. 
Sale & transport: illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Cultivation: Remains illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Distinguished from other drugs: Yes  
 

Illinois  

USA 

 

Bill 2228 
 
 

Possession for personal use decriminalised : 2016 
Quantity: Up to 10 grams for personal consumption. 
Sanction: Punishable by maximum $200 administrative fine.  
Sale & transport: illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Cultivation: Remains illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Distinguished from other drugs: No.  
There is no distinction from other drugs and in Estonia the use and/or 
possession of a small quantity constitutes a misdemeanour.  

USA 

Maine  

 

The Maine 
Marijuana 
legalisation 
 Measure  
Question 1 
(2016)  

  
 
 
 

 

Possession for personal use legalised : 2016   
Quantity: up to 71.25 grams for personal consumption. 
Sanction: None if consumed in private. Consumption of cannabis in a 
public place in contravention the law constitutes a civil violation 
punishable by payment of a fine of $100. 
Criminal Record: No. 
Sale & transport: illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Cultivation: up to 1/2 ounces in private areas for personal consumption.  
Distinguished from other drugs: Yes. 
 

USA 

Massachusett
s  
 

 
Massachusett
s Marijuana 
Legalization, 
Question 4  
 
  
 
 

  

Possession for personal use legalised : 2016 
Quantity: Up to 285 grams for personal consumption.  
Sanction: None.  
Criminal Record: No.  
Sale & transport: The measure created a regulatory structure called the 
Cannabis Control Commission intended to oversee cannabis legalisation 
and issue licenses to firms that seek to sell cannabis products. 
Retail cannabis became subject to the state sales tax with an additional 
3.75 percent excise tax. Local municipalities were also given the option of 
adding another 2 percent tax.  
The measure created a regulatory structure called the Cannabis Control 
Commission intended to oversee cannabis legalisation and issue licenses 
to firms that seek to sell cannabis products. 
Cultivation: Up to 6 plants in private areas for personal consumption.  
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Jurisdiction 
 

Source of law 
or  
 policy 

Legal status of cannabis  
 
Distinguished from other drugs: Yes.  
 

USA 

Maryland  

SB 364  

 
  

Possession for personal use decriminalised : 2014  
Quantity: Up to 10 grams for personal consumption. 
Sanction: Punishable by maximum $100 administrative fine for first 
offence; $250 fine for a second offence, and a $500 fine and  possible 
drug treatment for a third offence. 
Sale & transport: illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Cultivation: Remains illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Distinguished from other drugs: Yes.  
 

USA 

Minnesota  

The 

Minnesota 

statute Code 

152.01, et seq. 

Possession for personal use decriminalised : 1976 
Quantity: Up to 42.5 grams for personal consumption.  
Sanction: Punishable by maximum $200 administrative fine.  
Possession of more than 42.5 grams of the drug is charged as a felony, 
with a maximum possible sentence of five years in prison and a $5,000 
fine. The most severe penalty is reserved for those convicted of selling 
more than 50 kg. of marijuana, with a possible 30-year prison sentence 
and $500,000 fine. 
Criminal Record: No (if under 42.4 grams).  
Sale & transport: illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Cultivation: illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Distinguished from other drugs: Yes.  
 

USA 

Mississippi  

Code 41-29-

101, et seq.; 

41-29-139 

Possession for personal use decriminalised : 1978  
Quantity: Up to 30 grams for personal consumption.  
Sanction: Punishable by maximum $250 administrative fine.  
Criminal Record: Not for first offence.  
Sale & transport: illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Cultivation: illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Distinguished from other drugs: Yes.  
 

USA 

Missouri   

HB 512  Possession for personal use decriminalised : 2017 
Quantity: Up to 35 grams for personal consumption.  
Sanction: Punishable by maximum X fine.  
Criminal Record: Not for first offence.  
Sale & transport: illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Cultivation: illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Distinguished from other drugs: Yes.  
 

USA 

Nevada 
 

 Question 2 
  

  
  

Possession for personal use to be legalised : 2017  
Quantity: up to 28.5 grams for personal consumption  
Sanction: None  
Criminal Record: No 

https://ballotpedia.org/Nevada_Marijuana_Legalization,_Question_2_(2016)
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Jurisdiction 
 

Source of law 
or  
 policy 

Legal status of cannabis  
 

  
 
 

Sale & transport: The initiative creates a new 15 percent excise tax, with 
revenue from the tax being spent on enforcing the measure and schools. It 
also authorises and regulates marijuana retail stores, cultivation facilities, 
manufacturing facilities, testing facilities, and distributors. 
Cultivation: up to 6 plants in private areas for personal consumption 
Distinguished from other drugs: Yes 
 

USA 

New York  

 

 

New York 
Penal Law 
Article 221.  

Possession for personal use decriminalised: 2014 
Quantity: Up to 25 grams for personal consumption, provided not in 
public view 
Sanction: First offence of possession in 3 year period is treated as a 
violation, punishable by fine up to $100.  
Second offence is punishable by a fine of up to $200. 
Third offence of possession punishable by fine of up to $250 and 15 days 
jail time. 
Criminal Record: No. Possession for personal use is a mere violation; the 
lowest level offence defined in state law, and thus does not result in a 
criminal record.  
Possession of over 228 grams or possession in public view will result in 
criminal sanctions and   the imposition a criminal record.  
Sale & transport: illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Cultivation: illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
 Distinguished from other drugs: Yes.  
 

USA 

North 
Carolina  
 

North 

Carolina 

Controlled 

Substances 

Act  

 

Possession for personal use decriminalised : 1977 
Quantity: Up to 42.75 grams for personal consumption  no penal 
sanction  
Sanction: Possession of up to 14.25 grams is a Class 3 misdemeanour 
which has a maximum fine of $200, any prison sentence has to be 
suspended under state law. 
Possession of up to 42.75 grams is a Class 1 misdemeanour that may 
include 1 to 45 days incarceration and holds a discretionary fine for the 
first offence with a maximum fine of up to $1,000. 
Possession of more than 42.75 grams punishable by 3 to 8 months of 
prison and a discretionary fine for your first offence. 
Criminal Record: Not for first offence. 
Sale & transport: illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Cultivation: illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Distinguished from other drugs: Yes.  
 

USA 

Ohio   

Ohio Rev. 

Code Ann. § 

2925.11 

Possession for personal use decriminalised : 2016   
Quantity: Up to 100 grams for personal consumption.  
Sanction: Possession of up 100 grams is a minor misdemeanour 
punishable by a maximum fine of $150.  Possession of between 100 
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Jurisdiction 
 

Source of law 
or  
 policy 

Legal status of cannabis  
 
grams to 200 grams is punishable by a maximum fine of $250 and 30 
days incarceration.  
Criminal Record: Not for first offence (minor misdemeanour).  
Sale & transport: illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Cultivation: Penalties for cultivation are identical to the penalties for 
possessing an equivalent amount, in weight of cannabis.  
Distinguished from other drugs: Yes.  
 

USA 

Oregon 

 

Measure 91  
 
  
 

Possession for personal use to be legalised : 2014  
Quantity: Up to 226.8 grams for personal consumption in the home but 
individuals must apply for a “recreational marijuana license”.  
Sanction: None.  
Criminal Record: No 
Sale & transport: Up to 1 ounce can lawfully be transported for personal 
use 
Sale remains illegal and subject to criminal sanctions. 
The Oregon Health Authority has regulatory oversight of recreational 
cannabis sales through medical dispensaries. 
Cultivation: Up to 4 plants in private areas for personal consumption.  
Distinguished from other drugs: Yes.  
 

USA 

Washington  

Initiative 502 
(I-502)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Possession for personal use legalised : 2012 
Quantity: up to 28.5 grams for personal consumption. Sanction:  
Criminal Record: No. Public consumption of cannabis is subject to a 
civil violation and the imposition of an administrative fine. 
Sale & transport: Regulated by state  
The law requires state licenses from all sellers, distributors and producers 
of cannabis.  
Cultivation: Up to 4 plants in private areas for personal consumption.  
Distinguished from other drugs: Yes.  
 

USA 

Rhode Island  
 Possession for personal use decriminalised : 2013 

Quantity: Up to 28.5 grams for personal consumption.  
Sanction: Civil violation punishable by fine of up to $150. Three 
violations within 18 months is a misdemeanour with larger fines and/or 
prison.  
Criminal Record: Not for first offence.  
Sale & transport: remains illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Cultivation: remains illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Distinguished from other drugs: Yes.  

USA 

Vermont  

HB 200  Possession for personal use decriminalised : 2004 
Quantity: Up to 28.5 grams for personal consumption.  
Sanction: Civil infraction punishable by fine of up to $200 for first 
offence. Second offence punishable by fine of up to $300.  
Third offence punishable by fine of up to $500. 
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Jurisdiction 
 

Source of law 
or  
 policy 

Legal status of cannabis  
 
Criminal Record: Not for possession of less than 1 ounce.  
Sale & transport: remains illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Cultivation: illegal and subject to criminal sanctions.  
Distinguished from other drugs: yes.  
 

Uruguay  Law 19.172   Possession for personal use legalised : 2013 
Quantity: Legal & no prescribed maximum quantity. Users must be 
18years 
Sanction: None. 
Criminal Record: No. 
Sale & transport: State Regulated. Legal by registered cultivators and 
traders in accordance with government regulations. The state controls the 
entire cannabis industry chain, from production to consumption and all 
users must be registered with the authorities in order for the consumption 
of cannabis to be lawful.  
Cultivation: Legal and no prescribed maximum quantity.  
Distinguished from other drugs: Yes 

 

 

http://druglawreform.info/images/stories/Uruguay_Marijuana_Law_-_ENG.docx
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