
IN THE CONSTITUTIONAL COURT OF SOUTH AFRICA 

 

Case No: CCT 56/05 

 

In the matter between: 

 

SIMON PROPHET             Applicant 

 

and 

 

NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS     Respondent 

 

In Re:  

ERF 14241, CAPE TOWN, SITUATE AT 

54 BALFOUR STREET, WOODSTOCK 

 

 

 

AFFIDAVIT 

 

 

I, the undersigned, 

 

HENDRIK JOHANNES JACOBUS WESTRAAT 

 

do hereby make oath and say the following: 

 

1. I am the Chemistry Commander of the South African Police Services 
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Forensic Science Laboratory in Cape Town. I am a Senior Superintendent. I 

have a BSc degree from the University of Pretoria and have worked as a 

chemical analyst for nineteen years. I have fourteen years of experience in 

the investigation of chemical-related crime sites.  

2. The facts set out in this affidavit are, unless otherwise stated or the 

converse appears from the context, within my personal knowledge or have 

been obtained from documentation to which I have access, and are both true 

and correct.  

Numbers of methamphetamine cases  

3. Substances which are seized in illegal drug-dealing and possession cases in 

the Western Cape are brought to the Forensic Science Laboratory in Cape 

Town (‘the Forensic Science Laboratory’) for testing. They are then 

chemically analysed to determine whether they are substances which are 

listed in the Drugs and Drug Trafficking Act 140 of 1992 or the Medicines 

and Related Substances Control Act 101 of 1965.  

4. Over the last five years, there has been a dramatic increase in the number of 

methamphetamine cases received from police stations in the Western Cape. 

There has also been a dramatic increase in the number of police stations 

sending methamphetamine cases to the Forensic Science Laboratory.  
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5. The number of cases has risen from 15, in 2001, to 1139 in the first half of 

2005. Whereas in 2001 only 12 stations in the Western Cape sent 

methamphetamine cases to the Laboratory, in the first six months of 2005 

73 stations sent cases for testing. The figures over the five year period from 

2001 to the first half of 2005 are contained in a table which is annexure 

‘HJJW1’ hereto.  

6. A comparison of the number of cases referred by the 18 stations referring 

the highest number of cases in the first half of 2005 is at annexure 

‘HJJW2’. These stations are predominantly situated in less affluent areas 

on the Cape Flats. 

Amounts of methamphetamine tested 

7. There has also been a dramatic increase in the physical quantities of 

methamphetamine being tested by the Forensic Science Laboratory. This 

appears from the tables entitled ‘Drug Occurences Reported by the 

Forensic Science Laboratory Western Cape’ for the years 2003, 2004 and 

the first three months of 2005, which are annexures ‘HJJW3’, ‘HJJW4’ 

and ‘HJJW5’ hereto. As appears from the key, the column entitled ‘ATS’ 

represents ‘Amphetamine Type Stimulants’. These include ecstacy and 

methamphetamine. It is however possible to determine how much 
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methamphetamine was tested by having regard to the ‘Mass’ figures 

(ecstacy is measured in dosage units represented by the letters ‘DU’ in the 

tables).     

8. Whereas in 2003, 1 948.1 grams of methamphetamine were tested, this 

figure was 24 294.759 grams in 2004. In only three months of 2005, 

13 696.648 grams of methamphetamine were tested. Although the figures 

for the rest of 2005 are not yet formally available the trend is a sustained 

increase in amounts of methamphetamine being tested. 

9. One kilogram of methamphetamine translates into 10 000 units. By ‘units’ 

is meant a portion of a ‘straw’ (methamphetamine is distributed in straws 

which are cut into sections with the plastic burnt at the ends to enclose the 

substance). Five people could use one unit for an evening and have a 

sustained period of intoxication of 8 to 10 hours. It costs approximately 

R40 to buy 1 unit.  

10. It is clear therefore that in the first three months of 2005 alone, the amount 

of methamphetamine seized, being 13.69 kilograms, would have translated 

into 136 900 units with a total street value of R5 476 000.    

11. It goes without saying that the methamphetamine which is received by the 

Forensic Laboratory represents only a very small proportion of the total 
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amount of the drug which is available on the streets.  

Clandestine laboratories 

12. To date clandestine laboratories have generally been operated on a large 

scale and are not necessarily situated in the Western Cape. They form part 

of the organised crime network. In October 2004 and late 2005 two large 

laboratories were shut down by the SAPS on farms in Machadadorp and 

Watervalboven respectively. In these cases, methamphetamine was being 

transported by road to dealers in the Western Cape.  

13. In December 2004 a similar ‘super laboratory’, as they have come to be 

known, located in Plattekloof in the Western Cape was shut down. In each 

of these super laboratories more than 100 kilograms of ephedrine was 

found, a precursor chemical to methamphetamine. Ephedrine has a 50% 

yield (in other words, 100 kilograms of ephedrine will yield 50 kilograms 

of methamphetamine or 500 000 units). There was approximately 75 

kilograms of methamphetamine found at Machadadorp and approximately 

45 kilograms at Plattekloof. These amounts of methamphetamine would 

translate into 1 200 000 units.  

14. Despite the fact that clandestine laboratories have thus far tended to be 

super laboratories in South Africa, there are also several smaller 
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laboratories which have been located in the Western Cape, including in 

Woodstock, Elsiesriver and Table View.   

15. The ingredients required in the manufacture of methamphetamine are 

readily available in South Africa from inter alia chemical companies and 

pharmacies. Ephedrine, for example, can readily be obtained in its pure 

form in South Africa.  

16. Trained chemists from the Forensic Science Laboratory are required to 

attend on these crime scenes as there are dangerous chemicals and chemical 

processes involved. The chemists are required to identify, collect and 

preserve the evidence from the crime scene. The hydrogen iodide (HI) gas 

which is released by the chemical reduction process which is used in the 

manufacture of methamphetamine is poisonous and there are strong acids 

involved in the manufacturing process. The waste products are likely also 

to have a detrimental environmental impact. In more than one of the super 

laboratories mentioned above, the manufacturers had buried large amounts 

of red phosphorous and iodine in the ground nearby. These substances will 

eventually pollute underground water supplies.  

___________________________________________ 

HENDRIK JOHANNES JACOBUS WESTRAAT 
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I certify that the Deponent acknowledged to me that he knows and understands the 
contents of this declaration, has no objection to taking the prescribed oath and 
considers the prescribed oath to be binding on his conscience. The Deponent 
thereafter uttered the words: ‘I swear that the contents of this declaration are true, 
so help me God’. 

The Deponent signed this declaration in my presence at Cape Town on this the            
day of April 2006. 

 
 

Commissioner of Oaths 
 

 
 
 
 


