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19 September 2000 

Dear Johan, 

It has been extremely difficult for us to extract affidavits from the 
calibre of the international experts I have spoken to you about. 
This has been exacerbated by the obvious time constraints and 
logistical nightmares.  

In any event, we transmit herewith to you (per e-mail and telefax) 
the material we currently have in our possession;  

1. Affidavit by Dr Herbert D. Kleber. Transmitted herewith.  

1.1 The first annexure entitled "Non Medical Marijuana: 
Rite of  
Passage or Russian Roulette?" - Link at 
http://www.casacolumbia.org/publications1456/publications_show.htm?do
c_id=1564 
or go to - www.casacolumbia.org 
then click on Publications and go to article entitled 
"Non Medical Marijuana: Rite of Passage or Russian 
Roulette?" 

1.2 The second annexure entitled "Making Sense of 
Medical Marijuana" is faxed herewith. 

2. Affidavit by Dr William M. Bennett. Telefaxed herewith. 
3. Affidavit by Dr Richard Schwartz. Transmitted herewith.  

Please telephone me immediately you are in receipt hereof. I will 
be able to transmit further affidavits - up to 3 or 4 - during the 
course of tomorrow, i.e. Wednesday 20/09/00.  

Kind regards 

http://www.casacolumbia.org/publications1456/publications_show.htm?doc_id=1564
http://www.casacolumbia.org/publications1456/publications_show.htm?doc_id=1564
http://www.casacolumbia.org/


Brad Martin 

_________________________________________________________
__________________ 

IN THE CONSTITUTIONAL COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH 
AFRICA 

In the matter between 

Gareth Prince 

and 

The Director of Public Prosecutions 

AFFIDAVIT OF HERBERT KLEBER 

I, Herbert Kleber, do hereby make oath and say : I am the Executive 
Vice President and Medical Director of the National Centre on 
Addiction and Substance Abuse at Columbia University (CASA). I 
am a Professor of Psychiatry at Columbia University College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, and I head the Division on Substance 
Abuse at Columbia and the New York State Psychiatric Institute. 

Before joining the CASA and Columbia University in November 
1991, I served for two years as the Deputy Director of Demand 
Reduction in the Office of National Drug Control Policy, where I 
was responsible for that part of the national strategy having to do 
with reducing the demand for illegal drugs. 

Prior to assuming that position, I was Professor of Psychiatry at 
Yale University School of Medicine, Director of the Substance 
Abuse Treatment Unit at the Connecticut Mental Health Centre and 
Chief Executive Officer of APT Foundation, the major treatment 
site for drug abusers in the New Haven area. Combined these 
programmes had about 1 000 patients in treatment at any one time. 
In addition, I was Director of two National Institute on Drug Abuse 
(NIDA) funded centres at Yale, and helped to develop a number of 
new treatments for opiate and cocaine abuse. 



I have researched and treated narcotic and cocaine abuse patients 
for more than 30 years. I received my undergraduate education at 
Dartmouth College, my medical training at Thomas Medical School 
and my psychiatric residency at Yale University School of 
Medicine. Following my residency I spend two years at the U.S. 
Public Health Service Hospital in Lexington, Kentucky, the primary 
locus for narcotic addiction treatment and research for many 
decades. I then returned to Yale where I founded the Drug 
Dependence Unit in 1968. 

I have authored or co-authored more than 200 papers, chapters 
and books dealing with all aspects of substance abuse, including 
being the co-editor of the American Psychiatric Association Text 
book of Substance Abuse Treatment. I have received numerous 
awards, two honoury degrees, and am on the editorial board of 
seven scientific journals. Prior to my position at the Office of 
National Drug Control Policy, I was involved in formulating 
substance abuse policy at local, state and national levels. 

I am a fellow of the American Psychiatric Association the American 
College of Neuropsycholopharocalogy, the American College of 
Psychiatrists the New York Academy of Medicine, the College on 
Problems of Drug Dependence, and the American Academy of 
Addiction Psychiatry. I am a member of the Institute of Medicine of 
the National Academy of Science and have served on three 
Institute of Medicine Committees. I also chair a number of 
Scientific Advisory Boards as well as governmental panels. 

I have been requested by Doctors For Life, South Africa, to 
address this Honourable Court this affidavit in connection with the 
harmful effects of marijuana on the mind and body of an individual, 
as well as on society. I do so as follows.  

Attached hereto is the White Paper formulated by the Centre for 
Addiction and Substance Abuse at Columbia University, entitled 
"Non Medical Marijuana - Rite of Passage or Russian Roulette?" of 
which I was a co-author. I endorse all the scientific data, 
observations and findings, and conclusions in such paper. 

I attached hereto also a paper entitled "Making Sense of Medical 
Marijuana," co-authored with Dr Mitchell S. Rosenthal. In addition 



to those relevant portions of the previous annexure, this paper 
deals fully with the possible medicinal use of marijuana. 

Signed: H.D. Kleber 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------ 

September 15, 2000 
 
President of the Constitutional Court 
Republic of South Africa 
Re: Matter between Garreth Prince vs Director of Public 
Prosecutions 
 
Honorable Sir: 
 
I have been requested by the Doctors For Life, South Africa, to 
furnish  
an affidavit attesting to the possible detrimental effect of smoked 
cannabis  
(marijuana, hashish, or dagga) on the brain of an individual 
consumer and  
possible ramifications of unfettered use on South African society. 
 
My qualifications for rendering this affidavit are the following: I am 
a  
double board-certified physician in pediatrics (re-certification in 
1997),  
and in addiction medicine. I am a fellow in the American Academy 
of  
Pediatrics and in the American Society of Addiction Medicine. I am 
full  
clinical professor of pediatrics at three medical schools including  
Georgetown University School of Medicine, George Washington 
University School  
of Medicine and the University of Virginia. I have authored and 
published in  
peer-reviewed journals more than 230 articles, including 30 review 
original  
clinical investigations of the effect of marijuana on adolescents. 
One of the  



published studies on the adverse effect of smoked marijuana on 
short-term  
memory was co-authored by a respected authority in 
neuropsychology at the  
National Institutes of Mental Health. I have been the recipient of 
several  
national awards for research on adolescent drug abuse granted by 
the American  
Medical Association and by the American Academy of Pediatrics. 
Equally  
important, during his teen-age years, my son began smoking 
marijuana  
frequently. I was able to observe first hand, the insidious effects of  
cannabis on behavior, thought processes, and scholastic, 
vocational, and  
ethical values. 
 
Because there are no fatalities recorded from smoking cannabis 
does not  
equate to a clean bill of health for this intoxicant. Scientific 
advisory  
bodies in India (Indian Hemp Drugs Commission Report of 1893), 
Canada  
(Addiction Research Foundation, the United States (Institute of 
Medicine,  
American Society of Addiction Medicine, and the National 
Academy of  
Sciences), and other English-speaking countries have clearly 
spelled out the  
adverse effects of acute and chronic use of the drug on memory, 
complex  
tasks, behavior, and motivation in school. There is also agreement 
that  
smoking of any substance causes pollution of the respiratory tract 
epithelial  
lining. 
 
There is incontrovertible evidence that cannabis is an intoxicant. In  
fact the word marijuana originally meant an intoxicating 
substance. We now  
know that specific areas of the brain such as areas involved in 



acquisition  
of newly learned material and areas of the cerebellum which are 
involved in  
complex motor activities such as operation of a motor vehicle have 
receptors  
which attract molecules of psychoactive cannabis compounds. Not 
all regular  
cannabis smokers are equal. The young, those who have parents 
or siblings  
who abuse drugs or alcohol, the underprivileged, those who have 
learning  
disabilities, and those with attention deficit disorders, and 
economically  
disadvantaged members of minority groups are particularly 
susceptible to the  
adverse effects of chronic cannabis ingestion. If cannabis were to 
be  
legalized in South Africa, it is to be expected that selected 
members of  
those groups would be the first to show ethical, personality, and 
scholastic  
deterioration. Some people can perform well while intoxicated by 
cannabis  
while other individuals show significant degrees of impairment for 
at least  
three hours and oftentimes up to 24 hours following smoking or 
ingestion of  
cannabis.  
 
It should be underscored that cannabis is not a single substance 
with  
known potency. Hybridization has produced seeds which can 
germinate into  
cannabis plants with exceedingly high concentrations of resin 
which contains  
the psychoactive chemical delta-9-THC. Experiments done before 
1980 used  
cannabis of low potency compared to that of the past decade.  
 
If cannabis were to be legalized in South Africa, will there be a way 
to  



gauge adverse effects in different populations? How will the 
justices  
prevent unfettered use by youth, by train conductors, by bus 
drivers, or  
pilots. Would you really want your anesthesiologist to be under the  
influence of legal cannabis while he/she is controlling your 
oxygenation?  
Will you have a set of brakes in place should you find out that 
legalization  
is causing immense harm to your young people? In other words, 
how difficult  
would it be to reverse the decision and how quickly could the 
reversal be  
carried out?  
 
May the decision of the honored justices be based more on 
scientific fact  
and less on opinion, cloaked in pseudoscientific robes, of those 
committed to  
liberal and unfettered use of cannabis as an intoxicant. That is my 
wish. 
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