
IN THE CONSTITUTIONAL COURT OF SOUTH AFRICA 
 
        CASE NO: 
In the matter between: 
 
GARRETH ANVER PRINCE     Applicant/Appellant 
 
and 
 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE LAW SOCIETY 
OF THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE     First Respondent 
 
THE LAW SOCIETY OF THE CAPE OF  
GOOD HOPE       Second Respondent 
 
THE SECRETARY OF THE LAW SOCIETY 
OF THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE     Third Respondent 
 
THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE     Fourth Respondent 

 

 
THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL / THE DIRECTOR 
OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS OF THE      
W ESTERN CAPE       Fifth Respondent 

AFFIDAVIT 

 

I, the undersigned GARRETH ANVER PRINCE do hereby solemnly affirm and say: 

 

1. The facts herein contained are within my personal knowledge and belief, unless it appears 

otherwise from the context, and are both true and correct. 

 

2. I am an adult male resident at 63 Uitspan Street, Scottsville, Kraaifontein, Western Cape and 

currently employed as a community developer for Lawyers for Human Rights.  I hold the 
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degrees Biuris, LL.B and wish to be admitted to practice as an attorney in due course.  I 

am the Applicant in this matter, seeking leave to appeal to the above Honourable Court 

in terms of rule 20 of the Constitutional Court Rules against the judgment of the 

Supreme Court of Appeal in the matter of an appeal heard by it in respect of an 

application brought by me against the instant Respondents in the High Court of South 

Africa (Cape of Good Hope Provincial Division).  The said judgment was handed down 

on 25 May 2000 on various constitutional matters set out hereinafter, under case number 

220/98 of the Supreme Court of Appeal.   

 

3. I hereby lodge in terms of Rule 30(1)(a) alternatively (b) of the Constitutional Court Rules 

the following documents: 

 

3.1 A copy of a "Marihuana and Medicine:  Assessing the Science Base, a report of the Institute 

of Medicine, which report was drafted after the White House Office of National Drug 

Control Policy during January 1997 required the Institute of Medicine to conduct a 

review of the scientific evidence to assess the potential health benefits and risks of 

cannabis and its constituent Cannabinoids.  The study was supported under contract 

number DC7C02 from the Executive Office of the President, Office of the National Drug 

Policy, and fell under the auspices of the National Academy of Sciences (the "IOM" 

Report). 

 

I believe this is the most recent up to date and extensive cannabis research in the world. 

 

This study comprised of eleven principal investigators, being well-known professors as set 

out on page three of the Rule 30 bundle of documents.  This study was published during 

1999. 
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In view of the shortage of time, I was unable to obtain the book of the IOM Report, and 

therefore had no option but to download the said material from the Internet.  In 

consequence thereof, a few of the tables and appendices could not be printed, but 

arrangements will be made to obtain a copy of the book, should the above Honourable 

Court so require. 

 

3.2 The Report of the Canadian Government Commission of Inquiry into the Non-Medical 

use of Drugs (the "Le Dain Report) (1972/73), with respect to: 

 

Chapter 1:  Introduction 

 

Chapter 2:  Cannabis 

 

Chapter 3:  Conclusions and Recommendations. 

 

By virtue of its length, I have only lodged the above three chapters which I consider to be 

relevant to the issues before the above Honourable Court.  However, I respectfully direct 

the above Honourable Court to the fact that the remaining chapters of the Le Dain 

Report, as well as other government reports, commission findings and other scientific 

research on cannabis can be located at http://sites.netscape.net/ejpagel/drug-

war/schafferlinks.htm.   

 

3.3 World Health Organisation (WHO) Project on Health Implications of Cannabis use titled A 

Compative Appraisal of the Health and Psychological Consequences of Alcohol, 

Cannabis, Nicotine and Opiate" (August 1995), containing: 
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(i) Chapter 1:  Our Approach 

 

(ii) Chapter 2:  The probable Health Effects of Cannabis Use 

 

(iii) Chapter 3:  A Qualitative comparison of the Health Risks of Alcohol, Cannabis,  Nicotine 

and Opiate Use 

 

(iv) Chapter 4:  Comparing the Magnitude of Risk; 

 

(v) Chapter 5:  Conclusions :  

                                                    References 

 

Table 1:  Summary of ratings 

 

Table 2:  Types of problems reported 

 

3.4 Copy of editorial of the Lancet, Vol 346, Number 8985 of 11 November 1995 titled 

"Deglamorising Cannabis". 

 

3.5 Copy of Editorial of the British Medical Journal, Vol 311, December 23-30, 1995 titled 

"The War on Drugs : Prohibition isn't working some legislation wil help." 

 

4. I submit that the above documents canvass material of a factual nature, are relevant to the 

determination of the issues before the above Honourable Court, and are: 
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(i) common cause or otherwise incontrovertible; 

 

alternatively  

 

(ii) of an official, scientific, technical and statistical nature, and by virtue of their erudition, 

sources and referencing, are capable of easy verification. 

 
       ____________________________ 
       GARRETH ANVER PRINCE 
 
I certify that: 
 

1. the deponent acknowledges to me that: 
 
1.1 he knows and understands the contents of this affidavit; 
 
1.2 he has an objection to taking the prescribed oath; 
 
1.3 he solemly affirms that the contents of this affidavit are true and correct. 
 
2. the deponent signs this declaration in my presence at CAPE TOWN on this                         

day of AUGUST 2000. 
 
 
     ___________________________ 
     COMMISSIONER OF OATHS 


